RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
the immense park reserved for them. Then came the Rockies and snow mountains, with visits to Glacier and Lake Louise. When we were looking down the lake from near the hotel, the other end, which had been quite distinct, suddenly became obscure, although no fogs or clouds had been visible. A few seconds after we heard a great noise and the end of the lake soon got clear; an avalanche had fallen while we had been looking. Some little way before we reached Vancouver, which was our next stop, we ran by the side of the Fraser River : it was so full of salmon that it was quite red. It seemed almost as if they were so thick that an agile very light-weight might have crossed the river using them as stepping-stones. As we approached the Pacific the climate changed and became much more like that in England. The heat was not so fierce nor the air so dry as it had been before. Vancouver we found a very busy and apparently flourishing place. It had a university, parks, golf-links and garden suburbs. There was a land boom on when we were there, and everyone seemed to think he was going to make a fortune by buying, or getting an option on, some piece of land, and then selling it at a higher price. All classes seemed to be infected by the rage, and prices were forced up until some pieces of land sold for more than they would have fetched if they had been in the heart of London.
A few hours' sail from Vancouver is Victoria. This is not a commercial place but one of fine houses, beautiful gardens and well-kept lawns. It seems quite a haven of rest after the bustle and noise of Vancouver.
We returned to Winnipeg by a different route, travelling from Edmonton by the Canadian Northern Line and going through Calgary to Winnipeg. From Winnipeg we went to Toronto to stay with my old pupil and friend 200